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About me



Sabbatical Achievements
Grant writing (during)
•  $750,000 NSF grant
•  $300,000 in grants from Bureau of Land 

Management, Lake County Forest Preserve 
District.

Publications (during/since sabbatical)
30 refereed journal publications
Presentations (during)
• 12 conference
• 6 public outreach events
• 3 K-12 presentations including NIU STEM Read
Media (during)
•  Overhead at National Geographic Podcast, 

From the Field Podcast
•  Five media write-ups including CNN, Science 

News, Nature World News

Teaching
Created new Restoration Ecology 
course
Mentoring
•  Students raised >$75,000 for their 

research
•  Undergraduate research experience
•  Lab climate survey
•  Lab manual/philosophy
Service
•  Work-life Balance Task Force
•  Anti-racism Collective
•  CODE Facilitator
•  Co-founded BIOS DEI Committee



Biodiversity Crisis



Disciplines represented: Practitioners, Conservation 
Biologists, Population Ecologists
Funders: National Geographic Society,  Pacific Seabird Group, 
Waikato Regional Council, Auckland Council, Ecological Society 
of Australia, Fullbright, DigitalGlobe, Phi Kappa Phi, NIU

Island recovery after invasive mammal removal



Students are engines of research in my Evidence-
based Restoration Lab



plants inverts                   reptiles land birds seabirds

Invasive mammals cause most extinctions



Breeding seabirds at the colony

Burrowing Guano DepositionSeed Dispersal

Seabirds are ecosystem engineers



Mammals can be removed



How do island ecosystems recover following 
mammal removal?





• Seabird influence on recovery increases with time since 
mammal removal, but full recovery is often not 
achieved.

•Nearshore marine algae communities are driven by 
seabird nutrient runoff, and don’t recover even 30 years 
after mammal removal

Ecosystems are headed toward, but 
not fully recovered



Prairie responses to restoration

Disciplines represented: Ecology, Practitioners
Funders: Friends of Nachusa Grasslands, The Nature 
Conservancy, American Society of Mammalogists, Illinois 
DuPage Birding Club, Natural Areas Association,  National 
Science Foundation, NIU





Tallgrass prairie - one of the most 
endangered ecosystems

Tallgrass Prairie Center 
Anna Groves
Smith and Butler 2011



Nachusa Grasslands - Founded in 
1986



Mimic historical disturbance regimes



More decomposition
Higher abundance, 
richness

Increased 
success, change 
in composition

Change 
predation risk

Shifts in diet; 
not strict grass 
grazers

Bison are engineeringNews coverage



CAPER: Community Assembly in  
Prairie Ecosystem Restoration
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* = student



Questions?
hjones@niu.edu

https://hjones82.wixsite.com/website

mailto:hjones@niu.edu
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